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Our  Blessings   and    Privileges 

By  PRESIDENT  GEORGE  ALBERT  SMITH 
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T 


H.J8  audiuncc  tliis  uioniiny  would  l)r  an 
inspii'ation  to  any  thoughtful  person 
in  the  world.  As  1  stand  and  look  at  your 
faces  and  realize  that  the  house  is  filled  to 


President  Gieorge  Albert  Siuitli. 

ea[)acity  (at  least  there  are  people  standing 
in  various  parts  of  the  building  who  have 
not  yet  obtained  seats)  and  this  on  a  busy 
weekday  when  so  many  people  are  occu- 
pied with  other  affairs  and  unable  to  leave 


their  homes,  1  know  that  this  fine  attend- 
ance indicates  u  faith  that  is  commendable. 

I  am  sure  we  have  been  uplifted  by  the 
glorious  music  of  our  singing  mothers  tliis 
morning,  representing  the  greatest  women's 
organization  in  all  the  world  given  to  the 
work  of  charity  and  ui^lifting  womankind. 
This  group  this  morning  who  have  just  sung 
to  us  represent  this  particular  region:  and 
if  you  were  to  travel  in  different  parts  of  tiie 
world,  even  into  the  South  Seas,  you  wonld 
find  a  group  of  singing  mothers  in  the  vari- 
ous missions  of  the  Church,  who  sing  the 
same  luusic  that  we  sing  here,  but  the 
hynnis  have  been  translated  into  their  own 
languages,  and  they  rejoice  in  singing 
praises  to  our  Heavenly  Father. 

I  wonder  if  there  are  any  people  in  all 
the  world  who  have  as  great  reason  to  be 
thankful  as  this  group  assembled  here  this 
moi-ning.  Coming  from  various  parts  of 
the  world,  various  mission  fields  are  repre- 
sented by  those  who  have  gathered  for  con- 
fert'iu'e  ;  many  of  you  have  come  a  long  way 
to  be  present  this  moi'ning. 

For  the  comfort  of  those  who  are  here 
or  who  may  be  listening  in  who  have 
missionary  representatives  in  the  Hawaiian 
Islands,  we  are  pleased  to  inform  you  that 
this  morning  we  received  a  cablegram  from 
Hawaii  to  the  effect  that  while  there  has 
been   considerable   damage   wrought,    much 
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(Icsl I'licl ion  <il  |)i'()|)C'rt  \  ,  and  sonic  loss  ol 
life  anion^'  ouf  nicniljccs,  all  tlic  niissujn- 
arii's  arc  rcixjrlcd   sale. 

With  llu'  confusion  and  nncctiainlv  that 
exist  cwrv  wlici'c,  surclx  w  c  arc  hicsscd  who 
arc  pi'ianil  led  to  asscnii)lc  under  this  spaci- 
ous roof  this  nioniinn'  in  wofship.  What  a 
pfix'ik'gc  it  is  to  li\'c  in  an  a.nc  of  the  woi'ld 
when  we  know  that  (iod  li\i.'s,  when  w(^ 
l\now-  that  Jesus  ('hi'isl  was  tlie  Sax'iouf  of 
the  W'oi'ld  and  oui'  licdccnici-,  and  when  we 
know  that  the  Lord  continu(.'s  to  manifest 
hiniscdf  to  his  children  who  have  prepared 
themselves  to  rt'eei\e  his  l)lessings  I  I  am 
looking  into  tlie  faces  of  a  great  audience 
this  morning,  most  of  whom  enjoy  the  in- 
s])iration  of  tlie  Almighty,  and  when  they 
pray,  they  pvay  to  their  Father  in  heaven 
knowing  that  their  prayers  will  be  answered 
in  blessings  ujjon  their  heads.  \Ye  live  in 
a  day  when  the  scripture  is  being  fulfilled 
among  the  nations  where'n  the  Lord  said 
through  one  of  his  pro])hets,  that  in  the 
latter-day,  "...  the  \\isdom  of  their  wise 
men  shall  ))erish,  and  the  understanding  of 
their  prudent  men  shall  be  hid."  (Isaiah 
19:14.)  With  all  the  wisdom  of  the  world, 
no  group  thus  fur  has  been  able  to  point  the 
way  for  peace  with  the  certainty  that  it  is 
the  way.  We  wht)  are  assendded  here,  this 
moi'uing  are  fortunsite  to  know  that  there  is 
a  way  for  peace  that  alone  will  produce 
results,  and  that  way  is  to  keep  the  com- 
mandments of  (Iod  as  revealed  to  the  child- 
ren of  men  anciently  and  in  (jur  day.  If 
that  way  were  followed,  all  the  problems 
that  are  so  serious  in  the  world  coidd  be 
solved  and  })eace  would  come  to  this  ini- 
liappy  earth. 

So,  this  morning,  uudei'  the  intiuence  (jf 
pi'ayer,  coming  as  we  have  come  to  wait 
upon  the  Lord,  surely  his  promise  will  be 
fulfilled  to  us  that  when  even  two  or  three 
shall  meet  together  in  his  name,  he  will 
be  there  to  bless  them.  What  a  comfort 
it  is  to  realize  that  there  is  no  mistake 
about  it,  that  we  are  the  children  of  our 
Heavenly  Father,  that  he  does  love  us,  and 
because  of  his  anxiety  for  our  peace  and 
welfai'e,  in  our  day,  sent  another  pi'cjphet  to 
restore  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  to 
place  in  the  Clnu'ch  divine  authority,  that 
men,  as  of  ancient  times,  may  hold  the 
priesthood  and  officiate  in  the  ordinances  of 


the  gospel  of  ou)'  Lord.  Xo  other  people 
lia\c  that  assurance  as  we  have  it.  I  do 
not  say  boastfully,  but  gratefully,  that  wc 
know  there  is  a  (Iod  in  Heaven,  that  he  is 
our  Father,  that  he  does  interest  himself  in 
(jur  alTau's,  and  he  has  done  that  ever  since 
the  world  began,  when  his  first  children 
were   placed   upon   the  eai'th. 

One  of  his  pro])hets  long  ago  made  the 
statement,  and  it  has  been  fulfillefl  literally, 

Surely  the  Loi'd  (Iod  will  do  nothing,  but 
he  revealeth  his  secret  unto  his  servants  the 
prophets."  (AmosB:7.)  All  the  important 
things  that  have  hiip])ened  in  the  world  up 
t(j  now  have  been  foretold  by  the  servants 
of  the  L()rd,  and  the  things  that  are  occur- 
ring and  that  will  occur  that  are  important 
will  be  revealed,  if  they  ha\'e  not  already 
been,  before  those  things  occur.  I  think 
it  is  marvellous  to  know  how  close  we  are 
to  (jur  Heavenly  Father,  and  I  also  think  it 
is  deplorable  that  some  of  us  do  not  appre- 
ciate how  near  he  is,  for  the  reason  that  we 
have  failed  to  measure  up  in  many  cases 
to  his  wise  counsels. 

We  live  in  the  most  wonderfid  land  in  all 
the  world,  ...  a  land  which  is  choice  ;ibove 
all  other  lands,"  (Ether  2:10)  so  stated  by 
a  prophet.  Advantages  are  enjoyed  by  the 
])eople  in  this  great  western  hemisphere, 
and  particularly  in  the  United  States  of 
.\merica  and  Canada — opportunities  and 
blessings  that  are  not  known  in  many  parts 
of  the  world.  We  are  permitted  to  wor- 
ship Cod  according  to  the  dictates  of  our 
consciences.  We  can  make  our  adjustments 
acco)'ding  to  his  rules  and  regulations  and 
not  be  interfered  with  by  those  who  are  god- 
less and  who  are  anti-Christ  in  their  atti- 
tude toward  the  human  family.  So  this 
morning  I  feel  that  I  am  talking  to  a  great 
family.  We  are  all  brothers  and  sisters. 
We  are  here  to  worship.  Tliis  is  not  merely 
a  convention.  This  is  a  conference  of  the 
representatives  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  who  have  come 
from  their  homes  into  this  edifice  which  has 
l)een  rendered  sacred  by  those  who  have 
spoken  from  the  very  pulpit  and  wlio  have 
assembled  here  ever  since  this  building  was 
constructed.  It  was  erected  in  the  poverty 
of  the  peo]de,  and  no  other  place  like  it 
may  be  found  in  all  the  world.  Often 
(Contiiuiod  on  page  88.) 
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The    Fruits    of   Right   Living 
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.l(/(/rc.s-,s  dclivcicd  at  the  Stttiirddii  )H(>vnuiij   scssian  of  (he  iiijtii  annital  (icncral 
roiifcrciicr,  Ajiiil  0,   1<)4(),   in   the   Tabernacle. 


M\  l)i-()llicis  and  sisters,  1  sincerely  trust 
(hat  1  may  lia\t'  yoiii'  sustaining  faith 
and  prayeis  that  what  1  shall  say  to-day 
will  he  uplii'ling,  u])l)uilding,  and  eneoiu'ag- 
ing.  If  J  cannot  achiexc  that,  as  an  in- 
sti'unient  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  (hen  my 
time  spent   will   hv  wasted. 


Pri'sKk'nt  .1.    Ruheii   Clark. 

These  are  troublous  times,  times  that  try 
(he  souls  of  all  of  us.  We  all  need  help, 
e\i'n  the  most  ha])py  t)f  us.  'J'here  is  a 
))all  of  sorrow,  apjirehension,  and  anxiety 
lha(  o\-(.')'shadows  us,  and  there  is  only  one 
way  in  which  we  can  get  relief  thei'efrom. 
.h)h  of  old,  ri'])lying  to  the  crui'l  accusa- 
ti(.ins  of  his  three  friends,   said: 

For   1   know    that    my    re(h'emei'    liveth. 

and  that  he  shall  stand  at  the  la((L'r  da> 

upon  the  earth  : 

And     thougli     after     my     skin     worms 

destroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  l 

see  God. 

Whom  I  shall  see  for  myself,  and  mine 

eyes     shall     behold,     and     not     another; 


though    my    reins    be    consumed    within 

me.     (Job  19:25-27.) 

In  that  great  declaration  Job  gave  us  u 
complete  picture  of  Jesus  the  Christ,  the 
.Messiah,  the  Kodeeiner,  of  his  death,  of  his 
atonement  thereby,  of  his  resurreoticn,  all 
of  which  were  made  fully  operative  upon 
J(;b,  and  even  as  upon  Job,  .so  upon  all 
the  rest  of  mankind.  .Vll   shall   an- ;   all 

shall    lie    in    the    tomb;    all    shall    be   resur- 
I'ected,     sa\f     only     those     who     may     be 

caught  up  ■"  at  his  coming.  That  is  the 
message;  thai  knowledge  of  Job  is  the 
knowledge  which  in  these  sorrowing  days 
will  give  us  peace  and  comfort.  .\s  the 

Saviour  said  : 

Peace    1    lea\e    with    you,    m\     peace    I 

give  unto  you:    not   as  the   world  giveth, 

give  I  unto  you.       Let  not  your  heart  be 

troubled,   neither  let   it   be  afraid.      (J(Jm 

14:27.) 

^^'e  may  all  havt-  the  knowledge  which 
Job  had.  Indeed  it  is  the  right  not  only 
but  the  duty  of  Latter-day  Saints  to  gain 
that  knowledge.  As  we  fail  to  gain  that 
knowledge,  we  fail  to  reap  the  fruits,  enjoy 
the  blessings  which  the  gospel  has  for  us, 
and  they  will  come  to  us,  that  blessing, 
tiiose   fi-uits,   if  we   live  as  we  should. 

T  have  often  thought  of  a  number  of  in- 
stances which  indicate  the  possession  of 
that  testimony  of  Job,  instances  connected 
with  the  life  of  the  Saviour  in  the  Old 
\\'orld ;  instances  where  men  and  women 
knew  who  Jesus  was  and  his  nn'ssion.  One 
of  the  earliest,  after  his  birth,  following  the 
vision  and  visit  of  the  shepherds,  was  that 
which  oc(!urred  in  the  temple  when  Jesus 
was  taken  there  to  fulfil  the  requirements 
(if  the  ^Mosaic  law.  There  came  into  the 
temple,  at  that  time,  one  Simeon,  to  whom 
the  Holy  Ghost  had  revealed  that  he  should 
not  see  death  before  he  had  seen  the  Lord, 
Christ.  And  when  he  came  into  the  tem- 
ple and  saw  the  infant  Jesus,  he  took 

.   .   .  him  up  in  his  arms,   and  blessed 
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()()(!,  iiiul  said. 

Luid,   now   IclU'sl    lliou   ll)\    scixaiil    de- 
part   ill   peacf,   according  to  tli\    w urd  : 
For  mine  eyes  liavr  srcii  thy  salvation. 
Which    Ihon    has    pr('pai(M|    hciori'    the 
face  of  all   people  ; 

A  light  to  lighten  the  (ieiitiles,  and  the 
glory  of  thy  people  isi'ael.  (Luke 
2:-28-32.) 

Thus  to  him  came  a  testimony  like  unto 
.lob's. 

Anna  on  the  same  occasion,  that  good 
Moman  who  had  dwelt  in  and  al>ovit  the 
temple  for  years,  came  in  and  declared  that 
she  saw  the  redemption  that  was  to  come 
to  the  world. 

Shortly  after  Jesus  began  his  m'ssion. 
\()U  I'emembe)-,  he  chose  cei'tain  of  his  a])os- 
lles,  and  among  them  Simon,  afterwards 
called  Peter,  and  Andrew  his  brother.  He 
had  met  them  before  he  chose  them.  ]^)Ut 
on  tliat  day  he  came  by  them  as  they  were 
casting  their  nets  into  the  sea,  for  they  were 
fishermen,  and  he  said  to  them,  as  ap- 
parently they  walked  out  into  the  water: 
.  .  .  Follow  me,  and  J  will  make  }  ou 
fishers  of  men.  (Matt.  4  :  10.) 
And  unquestioning,  tilled  with  the  same 
testimony  which  Job  had,  they  put  aside 
their  nets  and  followed  Jesus,  even  until 
the  clay,  after  his  death,  when  Peter  and 
others,  thinking  the  work  was  done,  went 
fishing. 

I  think  of  the  ex])erienci'  of  the  centuriaii 
whose  servant  was  ill.  A]')parently  scarcely 
knowing  the ,  Sa\iour.  yet  he  sent  to  him, 
telling  the  Saviour,  through  the  Jews  whom 
he  sent  to  carry  the  message,  that  his  ser- 
vant was  ill  and  he  wanted  him  healed. 
Jesus  stai-ted  towards  the  home,  but  the 
centurian  sent  word  to  him  : 

.  .  .  Lord,  trouble  not  thyself:  for  J  am 
not  w^orthy  that  thou  shouldest  enter 
luider  my  roof : 

Wherefore  neither  thought  I  myself 
worthy  to  come  unto  thee;  but  say  in  a 
word,  and  my  servant  shall  be  lu'aled. 

For  T  also  am  a  man  set  under  autho- 
ritv.  having  inider  me  soldiers,  and  T  say 
unto  one,  Go,  and  he  goeth  ;  and  to  an- 
other. Come,  and  he  cometh ;  and  to  my 
ser^■ant,  Do  this,  and  he  doeth  it. 
and  Jesus  said  to  those  ab(.)ut  him: 

1   sav   unto   vou,    1    have   not   found   so 


great     faith,     no,    ikjI     in     Isi-ael.       (Luke 

7 :()-!).) 
The  servant    was   healed.  Another  testi- 

mon\   ha\ing  in  it  the  elements  of  Job's! 

1  riiiiendxr,  too,  the  story  of  the  Greek 
woman,  the  Syrophenician,  whose  daughter 
was  alTlicted.  '!"he  colkxpjy  between  the 
Saviour  and  this  woman  constitutes,  I 
think,  the  only  instance  where  a  (juestion 
was  put  to  the  Saviour  to  which  he  did  not 
reply.  She  ;isked  him  to  heal  her  daughter. 
At  first  he  answered  her  ncjt  a  word.  Then 
she  worshipped  him,   and  he  said: 

...    It   is  not  meet   to  take  the  child- 
ren's bread,    and   t(,)  cast    it   t(j  dcjgs. 
She  replied  : 

.    .   .   Truth,    Loid  :    yet   the  dogs  eat  of 

the  crmnbs  which  fall  fr(jm  their  master's 

table. 
And  Jesus  said  : 

.  .  .  O  woman,  great  is  thy  faith:   be  it 

unto    thee    even     as    thou     wilt.      (Matt. 

if):  20-28.) 

She,  too,  had  a  testimonv  like  unto 
Job's. 

And  then  later  comes  the  incident  with 
Peter,  the  great  Peter,  as  I  estimate  him, 
to  whom  the  Saviour  gave  the  name 
Cephas.  After  Jesus  and  the  apostles  had 
been  out  in  Galilee,  visiting,  they,  came  to 
the  coast  of  Caesarea  Philippi,  and,  ap- 
parently stopping  to  rest,  Jesus  said  to 
them,  seemingly  addressing  Peter: 

.  .  .  Whom  do  men  say  that  I  the  Son 

of  God  <\\n? 

And  they  said  : 

Some  say  that   IIkju  art  John  the  Ba))- 

tist  :    some,   Elias;   and  others,   Jeremias, 

or  one  of  the  prophets. 

He  said  unto  them.   But   whom  say  ye 

that  I  am  ? 

Peter,  apparently,  without  hestitation  or 
ccjuivocation,  answered,  and  said  : 

.    .    .   Thou   are   the   Christ,   the   Son  of 

the  living  God. 

And  Jesus  answered  and  said  luito  him, 

]31essed    are    thou,    Simon    ]^ar-jona :    foi' 

flesh  and  blood  hath  not  revealed  it  unto 

thee,  but  niv  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 

(Matt.  10:13-17.) 

From  that  time  mitil  this,  that  message 
has  rung  down  through  the  centuries,  point- 
ing out  to  us  how  we  may  get  that  comfort 
(Continued  on  page  87.) 
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WHPjN,    oil   one   occasion,    the    I'roplu'l; 
Josopli  Smith  was  asked  the  iiiciiu- 
iii^  of  llie  strength  of  Zion,  lie  re])lie(l  : 

'J'he  strength  of  Zion   is  to  put   on   tlic 
power  of  the  priesihood. 


President   Diivid   0.    McKay. 

You,  l)i'ethreii,  rndiate  that  strength  to- 
night. No  one  can  be  in  youi'  presence  as 
tile  priesthood  of  the  Church  tilling  this 
building,  and  representing  thousands  of 
others,  \\itli()ut  feeling  heartfelt  gratitude 
for  the  privilege  of  being  numbered  with 
you.       ( Jod  bless  you  ! 

1  desire,  to-night,  to  say  a  few  words  re- 
garding the  administering  of  the  sacrament. 
In  so  doing  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  repeat 
the  e.NX'ellent  sermon  delivei'ed  yesterday  by 
Elder  \larion  (i.  l{omiU'y  on  thai  saiiu' 
subject,  but  if  1  may  be  blessed  with  the 
s])irit  of  this  gathering  and  the  inspiration 
of  the  Tiord,  1  desire?  to  supplement  that 
timely  address. 

The  greatest  comfort  in  this  life  is  the 
assurance  of  lia\ing  close  relationship  with 


(lod.  1  am  speaking  t(j  men  who  know 
what  that  experience  is.  The  sacrament 
period  should  be  a  factor  in  awakening  this 
sense  of  relationship. 

.  .  .  the  Lord  Jesus  the  same  night  in 
which  he  was  betrayed  took  bread: 

And  when  he  had  given  thanks,  he 
brake  it,  and  said,  Take,  eat:  this  is  uiy 
body,  which  is  broken  for  you  :  this  do 
ill   remembrance  of  me. 

After  the  same  manner  also  ]\v  took  the 
cuj),  when  he  had  supped,  saying,  This 
cuji  is  the  new  testament  in  my  i)lo(Kl : 
this  do  ye.  as  oft  as  \e  drink  it,  in  I'e- 
iiiembrance  of  me. 

For  as  often  as  ye  eat  th's  bi-ead,  and 
drink  this  cup,  ye  do  shew  the  Lord's 
death  till  he  C(jnie. 

\\'lieref(!re  w  h(,'S(n'\-ei'  shall  eat  this 
bread  and  drink  this  cup  of  the  Lord,  un- 
worthily, shall  be  guilty  of  tlu'  body  and 
bloorl  of  the  Lord. 

But  let  a  man  examine  himself,  and  sw 
let  him  eat  of  that  bi't'ad.  anddrink  of 
that  cup.  (1  Cor.  11  : 28-28.') 
No  more  sacred  ordinance  is  administered 
in  the  Church  of  Christ  than  the  adnrnis- 
tration  of  the  sacrament.  It  was  initiated 
just  aftei'  Jesus  and  the  Twelve  had  j^ar- 
taken  of  the  last  supper;  and  the  Saints  in 
the  early  flays  followed  that  custom.  Tliat 
is,  they  ate  before  tliey  administered  the 
sacrament,  but  that  custom  was  later  dis- 
continued by  instructions  from  Paul  to  the 
Sainls  to  eat  their  meal  at  home  so  that 
when  they  met  for  worslii])  they  might  meet 
as  a  body  of  brethren  and  sisters  on  the 
sann'  u'vel  to  partake  of  the  sacrament  in 
lemembrance  of  the  life  and  the  death,  par- 
ticularly  the  death  of  their  Lord. 

There  are  three  things  fundamentally  im- 
portant associated  with  the  administration 
of  the  sacrament.  The  first  is  self- 
discernment.  It  is  introspection.  "'  This 
do  in  remembi-.uice  of  me,"  but  we 
should  partake  W(^rthily,  each  one  examin- 
ing himself  with  respect  to  his  worthiness. 
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HfcuiuJIv,  tlifiv  is  a  covenant  made;  a 
rorciiant  wen  more  than  a  pronii.se.  Yon 
lia\('  lu'ld  u\)  voiii'  hand,  some  cjT  you,  of, 
if  in  J^ji^land  was  si^iiin^-  a  docnnient,  put 
your  hand  on  ihc  JJihIc,  signifying  thi' 
value  of  your  promise  or  of  the  (jatli  thai 
you  took.  All  this  indicates  the  sacred- 
ness  of  a  coxcnant.  Theie  is  nothing  more 
important  in  life  than  that.  Until  the 
nations  ri'ali/,e  the  value  oi  a  covenant  and 
))romises  and  conduct  themselves  accord- 
ingly, there  will  be  little  trust  among  them. 
Instead  there  will  be  sus})icion,  doubt,  and 
signed  agreements,  "  scraps  of  paper,"  be- 
cause they  do  not  value  their  word.  A 
covenant,  a  promise,  sh(nild  be  as  saci'ed  as 
life.  That  principle  is  involved  every 
Sunda\   when  we  partake  of  the  sacrament. 

Thirdly,  there  is  another  blessing,  and 
that  is  a  sense  of  close  relationship  with  the 
Lord.  There  is  an  opportunity  to  commune 
with  the  Lord.  We  meet  in  the  house  that 
is  dedicated  to  him;  we  have  turned  it  over 
to  him;  we  call  it  his  house.  Well,  you 
may  rest  assured  that  he  will  be  there  to 
inspii'e  us  if  we  come  in  proper  attune  to 
meet  him.  We  are  not  prepared  to  meet 
him  if  we  bring  into  that  room  our  thoughts 
regarding  our  business  affairs,  and  especi- 
ally if  we  bring  into  the  house  of  worship 
feelings  of  hatred  towards  oui'  neighbour,  or 
enmity  and  jealousy  towards  the  Authori- 
ties of  the  Church.  Most  certainly  no  in- 
dividual can  hope  to  come  into  comnmnion 
with  the  Father  if  that  individual  entertain 
any  such  feelings.  They  are  so  foreign  to 
worship,  and  so  foreign,  particuhirly,  to  the 
pai'taking  of  the  sacrament. 

I  think  we  pay  too  little  attention  to  the 
value  of  meditation,  a  principle  of  devotion. 
In  our  worship  there  are  two  elements  :  One 
is  spiritual  communion  arising  from  our  own 
meditation ;  the  other,  instruction  from 
others,  particularly  from  those  who  have 
authority  to  guide  and  instruct  us.  Of  the 
two,  the  more  profitable  introspectively  is 
the  meditation.  ^Meditation  is  the  language 
of  the  soul.  Jt  is  defined  as  "  a  form  of 
private  devotion,  or  spiritual  exei'cise,  con- 
sisting in  deep,  contimied  reflection  on  some 
religious  theme."  Meditation  is  a  form  of 
prayer.  We  can  say  prayers  without  hav- 
ing any  spiritual  response.  We  can  say 
prayers  as  the  unrighteous  king  in  Hamlet 


who  said:  "  My  words  fly  up,  ni}  thoughts 
remain  below  :  Words  without  thoughts 
ne\'er  lo  heaven  go." 

The   poet,   contrasting  the  outward  form 

of  worship,  and  the  prayer  of  the  soul,  said  : 

The    Power,    incensed,    tlie    pageant    will 

desert, 
The  pompous  strain,  the  sacerdotal  stole; 
But  haply,  in  some  cottage  far  apart, 
May  hear,   well-pleased,   the  language  of 

the  soul. 
And  in  His  l^ook  (jf  Life  the  irmiates  poor 
enroll. 

(Burns,  The  Cotter'x  Saturday  Night.) 
Med'tation  is  one  of  the  most  secret, 
most  sacred  dooi's  through  which  we  pass 
into  the  presence  of  the  Lord.  Jesus  set 
the  example  for  us.  As  soon  as  he  was 
bapt  zed  and  received  the  Fatlier's  ap- 
proval, ■■  This  is  my  Beloved  Son,  in  wdiom 
J  am  well  pleased,"  Jesus  repaired  to  what 
is  now  known  as  the  mount  of  temptation. 
I  like  to  think  of  it  as  the  mount  of  medita- 
tion where,  during  the  forty  days  of  fasting, 
he  communed  with  himself  and  his  Father, 
and  contemplated  upon  the  responsibility  of 
his  great  mission.  One  result  of  this 
spiritual  communion  was  such  strength  as 
enabled  him  to  say  to  the  tempter: 

.  .  .  Get  thee  hence,  Satan :  for  it  is 
wiitten.  Thou  shalt  worship  the  Lord  tin- 
God,  and  him  onlv  shalt  thou  serve. 
(Matt.  4:10.) 

Before  he  gave  to  the  Twelve  the  beauti- 
ful sermon  on  the  mount,  he  was  in  soli- 
tude, in  communion.  He  did  the  same 
thing  after  that  busy  Sabbath  day,  when 
he  arose  early  in  the  morning,  after  having 
been  the  guest  of  Peter.  Peter  iin- 
doubtedly  found  the  guest  chamber  empty, 
and  when  they  sought  him  they  found  him 
alone.  It  was  on  tliat  morning  that  Peter 
said  : 

.    .    .    All   men   seek  for  thee.      (Mark 
1:37.) 

Again,  after  Jesus  had  fed  the  five  thou- 
sand he  told  the  Twelve  to  dismiss  the  mul- 
titude, but  Jesus  went  to  the  mountain  for 
solitude.  The  historian  says,  "  wlien  the 
evenhig  was  come,  he  was  there  alone." 
(Matt.  14:23.)    Meditation!    Prayer! 

I  once  read  a  book  written  by  a  very 
wise  man,  whose  name  I  cannot  now  recall, 
which   contained    a   significant   chapter  on 
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prayer,  Tliu  author  was  not  a  meiiiber  of 
the  Church,  but  evidently  had  a  desire  tcj 
keep  in  close  conununion  with  God,  uud 
he  wanted  to  find  the  truth.  Among  other 
things  he  said  in  substance; 

In  secret  prayer  go  into  the  room,  close 
the  door,  pull  down  the  shades,  and  kneel 
in  the  centre  of  the  room.       For  a  period 
of  five  minutes  or  so,  say  nothing.     Just 
think  of  what  God  has  done  for  you,  of 
what  are  your  greatest  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral needs.       When  you  sense  that,  and 
sense  his   presence,   then   pour  out  your 
soul  to  him  in  thanksgiving. 
I  believe  the  short  period  of  administer- 
ing the  sacrament  is  one  of  the  best  oppor- 
tunities we  have  for  such  meditation,   and 
thei'e  should  be  nothing  during  that  sacred 
period   to   distract   our   attention   from    thu 
purpose  of  that  ordinance. 

One  of  tile  most  hnpressive  services  1 
have  ever  attended  was  in  a  group  of  over 
eight  hundred  people  to  wlioni  the  sacra- 
ment was  administered,  and  during  that 
administration  not  a  sound  could  be  heard 
excepting  the  ticking  of  the  clock — eight 
hundred  souls,  each  of  whom  at  least  had 
the  opportunity  of  communion  with  the 
Lord.  There  was  no  distraction,  no  orches- 
tra, no  singing,  no  speaking.  Each  one 
had  an  opportunity  to  search  himselt  intro- 
spectively  and  to  consider  his  worthiness  or 
unworthiness  to  partake  of  the  sacrament. 
His  was  the  privilege  of  getting  closer  to 
his  Father  in  heaven.       That  is  ideal ! 

Brethren,  we  recommend  that  we  sur- 
round this  sacred  ordinance  with  more 
reverence,  with  perfect  order,  that  each  one 
who  comes  to  the  house  of  God  may  medi- 
tate upon  his  goodness  and  silently  and 
prayerfully  express  appreciation  for  Gods 
goodness.  Let  the  sacrament  hour  be  one 
experience  of  the  day  in  which  the  wor- 
ship|)er  tries  at  least  to  realize  within  him- 
self that  it  is  possible  for  him  to  commune 
with  his  God. 

Great  events  have  happened  in  this 
Church  because  of  such  conununion,  be- 
cause of  the  responsiveness  of  the  soul  to 
the  inspiration  of  the  Almighty.  I  know 
it  is  real.  President  Wilford  Woodrufif  had 
that  gift  to  a  great  extent.  He  could 
respond;  he  knew  the  "  still  small  voice  " 
to  which  some  are  still  strangers.  You  will 
find    that    when    these    most    inspirational 


moments  come  to  you  that  you  are  alone 
with  yourself  and  your  God.  They  come 
to  you  probably  when  you  are  facing  a  great 
trial,  when  the  wall  is  across  your  pathway, 
and  it  seems  that  you  are  facing  an  insur- 
mountable obstacle,  or  when  your  heart  is 
heavy  because  of  some  tragedy  in  your  life. 
1  repeat,  the  greatest  comfort  that  can  come 
to  us  in  this  life  is  to  sense  the  realization 
of  communion  with  God. 

(ireat  testimonies  have  come  in  those 
moments.  It  is  just  such  an  experience  as 
that  which  came  to  my  father  in  the  north 
of  Scotland  when,  as  I  have  told  some  of 
you  before,  he  prayed  to  (Jod  to  remove 
from  him  a  spirit  of  gloom  and  despondency 
that  overwhelmed  him.  After  a  night  of 
worry  and  restlessness,  he  arose  at  daylight 
and  repaired  to  a  cave  on  the  shore  of  the 
North  Sea.  He  had  been  there  before  in 
prayer.  There,  just  as  the  rays  of  the 
morning  light  began  to  come  over  the  sea, 
he  poured  out  his  soul  to  God  as  a  son 
would  appeal  to  his  father.  The  answer 
came:  "  Testify  that  Josepii  Smith  is  a 
pi'ophet  of  God  I  "'  The  cause  of  his  dis- 
couragement Hashing  upon  his  mind,  he 
said  aloud:  ""  Lord,  it  is  enough  I  " 

There  are  those  in  this  audience  who 
knew  my  father  and  can  testify  to  his  in- 
tegrity and  his  honesty.  A  testimony  of 
that  kind  has  one  hundred  per  cent,  value. 

These  secret  prayers,  these  conscientious 
moments  in  meditation,  these  yearnings  of 
the  soul  to  reach  out  to  feel  the  presence  of 
God — such  is  the  privilege  of  those  who 
hold  the  Alelchizedek  Priesthood. 

Now  I  know  that  some  of  you  are  saying 
to  yourselves,  '"  music  helps  to  intensify 
that  feeling  of  communion."  When  you 
stop  to  consider  the  matter,  you  realize  that 
there  is  nothing  during  the  administration 
of  the  sacrament  of  an  extraneous  nature  so 
important  as  icmcnibciiug  our  Lord  and 
Saviour,  nothing  so  worthy  of  attention  as 
considering  the  value  of  the  pnnnise  we  are 
making.  Wh\  should  anything  distract  us? 
Js  there  anything  more  sublime?  We  are 
witnessing  there,  in  the  presence  of  one 
another,  and  before  him,  our  Father,  that 
we  are  willing  to  take  upon  ourselves  the 
name  of  Christ,  that  we  will  always  remem- 
ber him.  ahcaii><.  that  we  will  keep  his 
counnandments  that  he  has  given  us.  Can 
\ou,  can  anvbodv  living,  who  thinks  for  a 
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iiioiiiciit ,  placi'  hcrore  lis  aiiylhin^  which  is 
luort'  sac'i'L'd  or  iiiort'  Far-reaching  in  oni- 
li\-cs'.'  If  \\i'  partake  of  it  mechanically, 
we  ai'e  not  iionest.  or,  Ic-t  us  say,  we  are 
))erniittin<i'  our  thoughts  to  he  distracted 
from   a   vei'y   saered  ordinance. 

1  was  s])eaking  i-eceiitly  to  one  man  ah(ait 
this.  He  said:  ■"Oh.  i)ut  tlu'  ht'aulifu! 
nnisic  of  the  choir  helps  us  to  concenti-ate. " 
Concentrate  on  wliat  '.'  The  more  beautiful 
the  musie,  tlu'  more  youi'  attention  is  at- 
ti'aett'd  to  it,  to  the  player,  or  to  tln'  com- 
poser. If  it  is  beautiful  music  poorly 
played,  then  tlu'  discord  distracts  your 
attention.  Ha\e  that  nnisic  in  preparation 
up  to  tlie  moment,  yes,  but  when  the  prayer 
is  said,  and  that  \oung  |)riest  s]ieal\s  for  us, 
as  he  does,  then  remember  that  w c  ai'e 
])lacing  ourselves  under  coxcnant.  It  will 
be  ideal  if,  during  the  fifteen  miimtes,  evei'y 
man,  woman,  and  child  will  think  as  best 
as  he  or  she  can  of  the  s'gniticance  of  that 
sacred  ordinance. 

There  is  one  other  point  which  might  be 
associated  witli  the  j^assing  of  the  sacra- 
ment. It  is  a  l)eautifid,  impressive  thing 
to  ha\-e  our  boys  administer  it.  They  are 
the  serx'ants  ;  they  are  waiting  u])on  us  and 
waiting  upon  the  Lord:  and  ha\e  como 
there  because  they  are  woi'tliy  to  officiate 
if  the  bishop  has  si)oken  to  them  pro])orly. 
...  be  ye  clean,  that  bear  the  vessels 

of  the  Lord.  (Isaiah  52  :n.) 
If  every  boy  could  sense  this,  (piietly  and 
witli  dignity  he  would  ])ass  the  sacrament 
to  us.  Sometimes  they  ])ass  it  first  to  the 
organist,  as  if  no  moment  should  be  lost 
before  she  starts  to  distract  our  attent'on. 
The  nmsic  starts  at  once.  No  matter  how 
good  it  may  be,  the  tones  of  the  (jrgan,  if 
we  are  I'espectful  to  the  organist,  divert 
our  attention  from  the  prayer  that  has  just 
been  offered. 

Rather  should  that  yoinig  man  carry  the 
sacrament  to  the  ]iresiding  office)',  not  to 
honou)'  him.  but  the  office,  as  you  honoured 
oui'  Prt'sideiit  to-night.  That  presiding 
officer  may  be  the  bishoj)  of  the  ward  ;  if  so, 
let  the  young  man  carry  the  sacrament  first 
to  the  bishop.  After  that,  pass  it  to  one 
after  the  other  who  sit  either  on  the  left  or 
the  right  of  the  presiding  officer,  not  goint.'' 
back  to  the  first  and  second  coimsellors  and 
then  to  the  superintendent.  The  lesson  is 
taught  when  the  sacrament  is  passed  to  the 


presiding  ofiicer.  'J'hc  next  Sunday,  the 
president  of  the  stake  may  be  there,  who  is 
then  the  highest  ecclesiastical  authority. 
Do  you  see  what  tiie  responsibility  of  the 
deac(jns  anrl  the  |)i-iests  is?  There  is  a 
lesson  n  go\-ernment  taught  every  day.  It 
IS  their  duty  to  know  who  is  the  presiding 
officer    in    that    meeting   that 'day.  Next 

Sunday  there  may  be  one  of  the  (ieneral 
Authorities.  Those  young  njeii  will  have 
in  mind  the  (juestion,  "  Who  is  he  to-day, 
and  who  is  the  presiding  authority?  " 

But  the  lesson  I  wish  to  leave  to-night 
's  :  Let  us  make  that  sacrament  hour  one 
of  the  most  impivssive  means  of  coming  in 
contact  with  (iod's  spirit.  Let  the  Holy 
(ih(.st,  U)  which  we  are  entitled,  lead  us 
'nt(j  h's  presence,  and  may  we  sense  that 
nearness,  and  have  a  f)i-ayer  (jfYered  in  our 
hearts  which. he   will   hear. 

Aly  thought  is  j)artially  ex|)ressed  by 
Edwin  Markham  in  tlie  folknving  lines: 

The    builder   who   fii'st    bj'idged    Niagara's 

Before  he  swung  his  cable,  shore  to  shore, 
•    Sent    out    aci'oss    the    gulf    his    \enturing 
kite 
Bearing  a  slender  cord  for  unseen  hands 
To  grasp  upon  the  further  cliff  and  draw- 
A  greater  cord,  and  then  a  greater  yet  ; 
Till  at  last  across  the  chasm  swung 
The  cable — then  the  mighty  bridge  in  air  I 
So  we  may  send  our  little  timid  thought 
Across   the   void,    out   to   God's   reaching 

hands — 
Send  (jut  oui-  love  and  faith  to  thread  the 

deep — 
Thought     after    thought     until     the    little 

cord 
Has  greatened  to  a  chain  no  chance  can 

break. 
And  we  are  anchored  to  the  infinite  I 
God  help  us,  brethern,  so  to  live  that  we 
may  sense  the  reality,  as  I  bear  you  my 
testhnony  to-night  it  is  real,  that  we  can 
connnune  with  our  Father  in  heaven,  and  if 
we  so  li\e  to  be  worthy  of  the  companion- 
shii)  of  the  Holy  Spii-it,  he  will  guide  us 
into  all  truth ;  he  will  show  us  things  to 
come:  he  will  bring  all  things  to  our  re- 
membrance; he  will  testify  of  the  divinity 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  I  do  to-night, 
and  of  the  restoration  of  the  gospel,  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.       Amen. 

Inipruvcincnt  Era. 
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DISTRICT    HIGHLIGHTS 


CAPE  DlSTlilCT. 

Dan  Chenett,   Prusidenl, 
14,  Serpentine  Houd,  Pinelantls. 

The    Disti'ict    ['residency   held   a    meeting 
!Sunchi\ ,  June  Kith,   in  the  home  of  {Sister 
van  Zyi,  Hei'manus. 
Eppiyuj  (lurdcn    Village  Branch. 
LesHe     Halse,     "  Marcourt,"     Main     lioad, 
Eerste  l\iver. 

Tlie  liflief  SocijL'ty  sponsoivd  a  social  for 
iin'Uihei's  of  lin'  ]^))'aiieli  and  paid  s))eeial 
res{)ecl  to  Sister  ijawton  prior  to  her  lca\- 
ing  for  Port  Elizabeth.  Thirty  lueudjers 
attended  and  the  e\ening  of  prograiinne. 
games  and  refreshiuents  was  enjoyed  by  all. 
The  social  was  held  in  the  home  of  J3rother 
and  Sistei'  Ili'in-y  Sienis. 

Dan   C'hei'i'ett  and  I'eter  (lilmoiii',   of  the 
J)istrict     I'residency,     and     Theo     Cherreti 
attended  the  Eerste  liiver  Sunday   School, 
-June  2nd. 
MoLvbiaij  Jjiancli. 

Alvin  Park,  Pi'esident, 

'"St.   (Jeoi'ge's  Villa,"   Ftjresl    Pioad, 

Houdebosch. 

Sister  Vera  (iray  is  in  tlie  ^^'ynbel•g  Hos- 
])ital.  She  has  been  ill  at  her  Ikjjuc  se\eral 
WiH'ks  before  entering  the  hospital. 

A  successful  Scout  dance  was  held  June 
7th.  A  well-attended  si'rvice  connnemorat- 
ing  the  restoration  of  the  Melchizedek 
Pi'ii'sthood  was  held  at  "  Cumorah,'"  Sun- 
day, June  Kith.  Topics  as  assigned  foi' 
C'hurch-wide  sei'viee  were  diseusst'd  and 
appropriate  music  made  a  vei'y  enjoyable 
evening.  Kenewed  Branch  Teaching  ac- 
tivity has  been  undertaken  and  a  nund)er 
of  good  \isits  have  been   reported. 

Pobei't  K.  F.  Doller  was  a  \isitor  in  ("ape 
Town  foi'  three  days  and  spent   Sunday,  the 
2Hrd,    at    services   at    (."umorali. 
Port   KlizabctJi    I'liditch . 

liobcrt  K.   F.   Doller,  President. 
LS,  (^'aithness  Kd.,  Walmer,  Port  Eli/.abetli. 

Brother  ■  Doller,  om-  ]-5i'anch  President, 
left  Port  Elizabeth.  June  22nd,  for  a  holi- 
day and  will  spend  several  days  in  Capi' 
Town,  Johannesburg,  Durban  and  Xnauw- 
])()ort  before  ri'turning  to  his  home.  Kn 
route  hv  will  \isit  his  many  friends  and 
I'elat  i\es. 


ri;.\NSVAAL  DISTRICT. 

Xf)rman  (1.   Muir,   President, 
1 1'.t.    Kitchiier  Avenue,   Bez  Valley, 
Johannesburg. 
All    Hranches   in   the   District    held   coni- 
ineinorutive    services,    June    16th.         Pro- 
gramme,  as  prepared  by  the  General  Mel- 
chizedek    Priesthood     Conniiittee     of     the 
Church,  was  given  and  enjoyed  by  all. 
Xortli   ]]'r.st  Branch. 

William  Hrummer,  President, 
.'57,  Albert  lioad,  Newlands,  Jcihiinnesbuig. 
Tile  Branch  Relief  Society  was  (organized 
ri'cently  with  Sister  Hester  McKnighl 
president.  E.  Lillian  Brunnner  and  Cecelia 
.Mans  counsellors,  (Jertie  McKnight  secre- 
tary and  Eileen  van  Staden  teacher.  Home 
Sunday  Schools  were  oiganized  in  the 
homes  (jf  Brothel"  Stephen  Brunnner  and 
Brother  Potgieter.  Splendid  attendances 
at  all  Branch  meetings  are  re])orted. 
IJahona  Branch. 

Ariel  T.  Smith,  President. 
01,   Victoi-ia  Rt)ad.  Kosetti-nville, 
Johannesburg. 
.V    Blanch    social    under  the   direction    of 
the    Sunday    School    was   held    at    Wennner 
Tan  and  all  had  a  good  time. 
Hamuli   IhancJi. 

l-'rank    Donly.    President. 
887,  Highland  Road.  Kensington, 
Johannesburg. 
Bio.  Eseojedo  was  in  the  Mines  Hospital 
having   broken   his   leg   in   two   places  when 
lu'  was  thrown  off  the  train  at  a  sharp  bend 
while  on  his  way  to  East  London.     Brother 
Henry  Lonw  was  nianied  to  Edna  Snzamic 
Schoonraad     at      Pamah.      11th     May.     by 
lirothei'     Norman     (i.      Muir.        A     Ixmnx 
daughter  was  born  to  Mr.  and   Sifter  S.  de 
A'illieis  on  13th  June. 
Si>rin<i.s  Brancli. 

IJeafoid  Fntti'r,  Presidi-nt, 

ti7,  ."ith  Street,  Springs,  Transvaal. 

Xiel   Hancock  has  been  discharged   from 

the   Hospital   and  ct)ntinues  to  make  good 

])rogress   in   his   recovery   from   the   serious 

operations  of  several  weeks  ago.  Johan 

Stemmet    is   very    pleased ,  to   welcome   his 

parents  of  Robertson  to  his  home.       They 

(Continued  on  page  8S.) 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and    Concert    Recitations    for 

August,   1946 

SACRAMENT   CEM. 

'Tis   swrcl    lo   siii,i;'   tile    lualclilcss    low, 
Of  Him  will)  Ict'l    His  lioine  aboxc 
Aiul  caiiic  lo  CNirlli,  ()  woiulfoiis  |)l,iii, 
To  sutTcf,    hirrd   ;iii(l   die   for  man. 

GOSPEL    DOCTRINE. 

"  l'\)i'  if  \()U  l<('i'p  my  commaiidiin'iits  you 
shall  r('C(:'i\i'  of  His  fulness  and  hv  glorified 
in  me  as  1  am  in  fhe  Fathei-. 

1).  and  I'.,  Sec.  i)8,  verse  20. 

GOSPEL   MESSAGE. 

■'  \\'liate\er  ])i'iuci])les  of  intelligence  we 
attain  unto  in  this  life,  it  will  rise  with  us 
in  the  I'esurrection. '" 

J),   and  C,   Sec.   130,   verse  18. 

SENIORS. 

Ye  ha\e  not  chosen  me,  but  I  have 
chosen  xou,  that  \e  should  go  and  bring 
forth  fruit,  and  that  your  fruit  should 
remain." — John,  Chap.   15,  verse  18. 

JUNIORS. 

'■  ]?ut  let  him  ask  in  faith,  nothing 
wavering,  for  he  that  wavei'eth  is  like  a 
wave  of  the  sea,  driven  with  the  wind  and 
tossed." — James,   Cha]).    1."),   verse   1(3. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

"...  walk  in  the  meekness  of  my  Spirit, 
and  \  on  shall  have  peace  in  me. 

]).  and  C.   10:28. 

PRIMARY. 

Heavenly   Father,   we  thaidc  Thee 
For  the  many  things  we  see. 
Father,  ^lother,  baby  small, 
(Ireen  grass,  blue  sky,  trees  s(j  tall. 

KINDERGARTEN. 

Jjittle  deeds  of  faith  and  love, 
Make  a  home  fur  us  above." 


Branch  Teacher's   Message, 
August,   1946 
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"HOME" 

111''  home  is  considered  as  the  abode  of 
man.  it  is  (;f  divine  origin  and  is, 
therefore,  a  sacred  instituticni.  The  home 
has  long  been  recognized  as  the  foundation 
of  the  couniiunity  and  nation.  ""  Jn  love 
of  home  the  love  of  country  has  its  rise." 

Present    civil/ation    is    a    ])roduct    of    the 

home,   the  school,    and   the   church.        The 

home    is   far   the    most    im])ortant    of   these 

agencies.        McCuilock  in   his  book,   Hariic, 

flic  S<tvi()tir  of  Civilization,  has  this  to  say: 

Of  all  the  factors  that  enter  into  the  en- 

\ironment  of  the  child,  or  of  anyone  else 

foi'  that  matter,  the  home  is  by  far  the 

most  powerful,  so  nuich  so,  that  one  may 

say    that     home    either    makes    or    mars 

character.  The  child  from  the  day  of 

his  birth,  for  at  least  twelve  years,  is  so 

dominated  by  the  influences  of  the  home, 

w  hether  good  or  evil,  that  he  is  absolutely 

helpless  to  resist  them. 

A      definite     responsibility      rests      upon 

parents  to  provide  the  ideal  home. 

Through  the  facilities  of  the  home  all  the 
virtues  of  a  noble  society  are  developed ;  the 
human  race  is  perpetuated ;  the  foundations 
of  chtu'acter  are  laid  ;  industry  is  promoted ; 
wealth  is  aceunndated ;  ai't  is  cultivated; 
and  religion  is  maintained.  Home  training 
is  the  factor  that  practically  determines  the 
future  of  most  men.  In  homes  where  high 
ideals  are  maintained,  parents  and  not 
teachers  will  lay  the  foundation  of  charac- 
ter, the  principles  of  thrift,  and  faith  in 
God  in  the  hearts  of  their  children. 

From  the  beginning,  home  building  has 
been  one  of  the  major  objectives  of  this 
Church.  It  is  considered  so  vital  that  it 
becomes  a  permanent  institution  expected 
to  ensure  for  eternity. 

Evil  forces  are  now  at  work  undermining 
and  threatening  to  destroy  the  sanctuary  of 
the  home.  With  the  thought  that  the  home 
can  best  fortify  itself  from  within,  the 
Church  is  recommending  the  adoption  of  a 
"  Home  Evening  "  each  week. 

Instruction  fi-orn  the  First  Presidency  is 
as  follows : 

To    this    end    we    advise    and    urge    the 
inauguration     of    a     "  Home     Evening 
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llii()iigli(jiit  the  ('liui'cli,  at  wliicli  tiiiii' 
latliLTs  and  iiuulhcrs  luav  j^allu'i-  their 
boys  and  girls  about  tbeui  in  ihv  houw, 
Mild  leach  them  the  word  of  the  Lord.  .  .  . 
'J'his  "  Home  Evening  "  shouhl  l)e  de- 
voted to  prayer,  singing  hymns,  scjiigs, 
instrumental  music,  scripture-reading, 
family  topics,  anrl  specific  instruction  (Jii 
the  principles  of  the  gospel,  and  on  the 
I'thical  problems  of  life,  as  well  as  the 
duties  and  obligations  of  children  to 
parents,  (lie  home,  the  church,  society, 
and  t  lie  nat  ion. 

To  families  who  -.wr  willing'  to  adopt  this 
))lan  a  promise  is  given  : 

If  the  Saints  obey  this  counsel,  we 
pronn'se  that  gi'eat  blessings  will  result. 
Ijoxc  at  home  and  obedience  to  parents 
will  iiiei'ease.  l*'aith  will  be  deveU)ped 
in  the  hearts  of  the  \outh  of  Israel,  and 
tlie\  will  gain  powei-  to  combat  the  ex'il 
intlui'iUH's  and  temptations  which  beset 
them. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  if  the  train- 
ing a  child  should  receive  in  the  home  is 
neglect(Hl,  the  Chui'ch  and  the  school  can  in 
no  way  compensate  for  the  loss.  Parents 
slionid  li\c  in  compliance  with  the  di\ine 
admonition,  "  .\nil  llie\  shall  also  teaeli 
their  children  to  ))ra\.  and  to.  walk  up- 
righth-  before  the  Lord."  (D.  and  C. 
()8:28.) 

The  Fruits  of  Right  Living — I'loin  \)i\nv  St), 
and  that  consolation  to  which  each  and 
i'\-ei'y  child  of  (iod  is  I'ntilled,  and  without 
■which  we  ma\  not  be  happy  or  gain  oui" 
exaltation.  That  was  the  testimony  that 
was  bt'liind  those  who  founded  this  Chureh. 
from  the  I'ropliet  -loseph  down,  and  to  all 
that  belie\e.  e\en  the  last  ordained  among 
us.  It  is  the  te'stimonx  that  buoyi'd  u]) 
the  Saints  as  they  IraN'elK'd  tlu'ough  the 
wilderness  to  conn'  to  this  desc'i't  —  all 
through  their  trials,  iheii'  tribulations  and 
])erseculions  in  Ohio,  Illinois,  Missouri:  it 
is  the  testimony  that  is  buoyng  up  our 
Saints  to-day  in  Europe  under  all  of  their 
liardships  and  desolations,  and  tlu-si-  are  as 
grie\-ous  as  any  that  have  come  to  any  of 
the  children  of  men,  so  far  as  ])hysical 
suffering  and  woe  ore  concerned.  Our  re- 
l)orts  indicate  that  many,  and  most  in  sonu- 
sections,  are  without  homos.    Many,  indeed 


all  ill  some  sections,  are  hungry,  and  with- 
out clothes.  Yet  tlu-y  have  held  to  their 
testimonies,  out  of  which  have  come  cheer- 
fulness and  resignation,  and  faithfulness. 
'I'hey  have  worshipped  the  Lord;  tluy  have 
kept  his  coinanindinents,  even  under  the 
iiio«t  dire  circumstances. 

It  is  our  right,  as  I  have  alread\  said,  it 
is  indeed  our  duty  to  gain  that  testiinouy 
for  ourselves.  Some  may  scoff,  some  may 
doubt,  some  may  declare  that  our  principles 
are  false,  but  truth  is  never  made  eiTor  be- 
cause somebody  denies  it.  I  commend  to 
you  to  read  what  1  had  inteiidi'd  myself  to 
read,  but  there  is  not  time,  the  eleveiitli 
and  following  verses  in  the  second  chaplir 
of  1  Corinthians,  in  which  Paul  says: 

I'or  what  man  knoweth  tlie  things  of 
a  man,  sa\e  tin-  spirit  of  man  which  is 
in  him".'  even  so  the  lhing^  of  (Jod 
knoweth  no  man,  but  the  Spirit  of  (lod. 
(1  Cor.  2:U.) 

We  must  l)e  prepared,  as  Paul  there  in- 
dicates to  the  Corinthians,  to  be  considered 
as  foolish,  for  he  tells  us  that  the  things  <»f 
(iod  are  foolishness  to  men.  But  wc  who 
have  the  testimony  of  the  spirit,  wt-  know 
that  foolishness  to  men  may  be  the  greatest 
wisdom  to  (lod:  and  we  know  we  may  enjoy 
that  spiritual  blessing  and  knowledge  if  we 
shall  but  so  live  that  the  Holy  (Ihost  may 
reveal  to  us  the  Father  and  the  Son,  nnd 
the  testimony  thert'of,  and  bring  to  us  that 
I)eaci'  to  whicdi  I  have  already  referred, 
w  liieh   -Ii'sus   promised  : 

leace    1    leavt-    with    you,    my    peace    I 

give  unto  you  ;    not   as  the  world  givetli, 

give  I  unto  you.  J  jet  not  your  heart  be 
troubled,    neither    let    it    be    afraid.     ("John 

14:27.) 

That  the  Lord  will  give  us  this  testimony, 
which  I  declare  to  you  is  my  testimony,  so 
that  wi'  may  Vwv  in  jieaci'  and  happiness, 
that  our  hearts  may  be  encouraged  in  this 
time  of  stress  and  trouble,  that  we  may 
look  with  confidence  to  the  future,  serene 
and  secure  in  thv  knowledge  that  (lod 
knows  us,  that  we  are  his  children,  and  that 
he  will  bless  us  if  we  kee])  his  command- 
ments. I  humbly  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 
.Vmeii. 

I niinovcincnt  Em. 
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Our  Blessings  and  Privileges. — I'lom  i):i}j;t"  7S. 

when  il  is  \;K'aiil,  llici'c  is  ;i  spii'it  hui'u  thai 
\()ii  will  liiid  in  lew  |)i;i(."cs  in  Ihc  wcjrkl. 
AIan\  pcdplc  lia\i'  conic  licri'  on  a  l)nsy 
weekday  as  tourists,  and  as  tliry  have  (;(iini' 
nndrr  tlic  shadow  of  this  roof  and  looked 
through  the  building  and  ha\-e  seen  this 
great  organ,  with  ex'ei'ything  (|uiel,  many  of 
them  ha\'e  l)een  nioxcd  t(.)  li'ars  liy  the  iu- 
s])irialion  and  intlnenee  thai  they  have 
found  here. 

We  are  hero  as  son;?  and  (hiughtci's  of  the 
Living  (jod,  trying  to  work  our  way  through 
life  until  we  shall  he  worthy  of  an  exalta- 
tion in  the  celestial  kingdom.  M'hat  a  privi- 
lege it  is  !  Olu  how  I  hope  we  a|)preciate 
it  this  morning  and  will  continue  t(j  appre- 
ciate it  as  long  as  we' live  upon  the  earth! 
1  hope  that  (hu'ing  the  sessions  of  confer- 
tmce  we  may  all  come  |)repared  to  be  fed 
the  bread  of  life.  I  hope  that  we  will 
come  with  a  i)rayer  in  our  hearts  that  those 
\\ho  address  us  ma_\'  be  insi:flred,  that  they 
may  draw  the  inspiration  necessary  from 
our  Heavenly  Father  to  feed  his  tiock.  If 
we  shall  do  that,  when  conference  has  been 
concluded,  and  the  hist  prayer  lias  been 
offered,  there  will  return  to  our  homes  in 
the  \-alleys  of  these  everlasting  hills  and. in 
the  other  states  and  territories  and  missions 
re]tresented  liere,  men  and  women  who  have 
reali/.e<l  fully  and  completely  that  we 
waited  upon  our  Heavenly  Father  and  he 
did  not  disappoint  us. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  talk  long  this 
morning.  I  greet  you  and  welcome  you  on 
behalf  of  the  Church  and  say  to  you,  it  is 
a  joy  to  look  into  your  faces  and  be  with 
you  to  worship  and  wait  upon  the  Lord, 
with  the  assurance  that  he  will  hear  and 
answer  the  ])rayers  that  have  already  been 
offered  and  that  will  continue  to  be  offered, 
not  only  by  those  wdio  speak  audibl}'  but  by 
those  who  come  here  with  a  iira}er  in  their 
hearts.  1  ])V;i\  that  the  S])irit  of  the  Lord 
may  be  in  our  homes  and  abiding  places, 
that  theri'  may  go  out  from  this  great  con- 
ference influences  that  shall  enrich  the 
lix'es  of  those  ])resent  and  absent,  that  da)' 
by  day  we  may  let  our  light  so  shine  that 
others  seeing  our  good  works  will  be  con- 
strained to  glorify  the  name  of  our  Heaven- 
ly Father. 

T  pray  that  his  Spirit  may  be  here  in  rich 


abundance  this  da\  that  we  niay  j)artake 
of  its  influence  and  -bi;  instructed  and  in- 
fornu'd  undei'  that  power  that  will  enricli 
our  li\('s  and  gi\e  us  a  feeling  of  gratitude 
that  We  ai'e  al)le  t(j  be  here  this  morning, 
and  that  the  Lord  may  add  his  blessing  and 
his  peaci'  to  l)e  ujxju  you  and  our  Father's 
sons  and  daughters  everywhere. 

How  I  pia\  in  my  soul  this  morning  in 
your  hearng  that  the  Lresident  of  the 
United  States  and  tlujse  who  are  working 
with  him  may  live  in  such  a  way  that  the 
power  of  the  Lord  will  be  with  them,  that 
they  may  not  be  misled  but  that  they  may 
so  adjust  affairs  at  the  seat  of  government 
that  the  people  of  this  nation  will  be  blessed 
because  of  their  desire  to  honour  God  and 
keep  his  commandments,  and  that  these 
and  all  other  blessings  may  be  ours. 

1  am  thinking  this  morning  of  our  poor 
people  in  the  various  war-torn  countries. 
We  hear  almost  daily  from  some  source 
from  people  who  have  not  enough  food  to 
nourish  their  bodies  as  they  should  be 
nourished,  people  who  are  wearing  the  same 
clothing  they  wore  wdien  the  wai-  broke  out 
and  have  no  way  of  replacing  it,  people 
whose  homes  have  been  blown  to  bits  by 
bombs  and  destroyed  by  the  great  war. 
Those  people  this  morning,  many  of  them, 
knowing  where  we  are,  are  praying  that 
they     too     may     be     inspired.  \A\'     are 

blessed,  brethren  and  sisters,  and  I  pray 
that  we  may  appreciate  our  blessings  and 
live  to  be  worthy  of  them  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ.       Amen,     impyovcmcni  Era. 

District  Highlights From  page  85. 

}dan     to    be     permanent    members    of    the 
Springs  Br;mcli.       Successful  building  fuiul 
dances  continue  to  be  held. 
Pretoria  Branch. 

George  Ganter,  President, 
84,  Elson  Street,  Pretoria  AYest. 
Increased  activities  in  the  Branch  are  in 
evidence.        An  adult  class  foi'  the   Sunday 
School  has  been  started  and  weekly  cottage 
meetings  are  being  held.  .  . 

I\  rii'icrsdorji  Branch. 

David  Banfield.   Tresident, 
28,  Sterkfontein  Iload. 
Sunday,   June  16th,   Brother  Norman  G. 
^luir   attended  the   Sacrament   service   and 
the  meeting  was  a  success  in  everv  wav. 
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